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Claims 1-9 (Previously canceled) 

Claim 10. (Currently amended): A compound the formula (I) 




n denotes the number 3 7 or 4 erS, 

R a denotes a phenyl group substituted by the groups R\ and R 2 , wherein 

Ri denotes a hydrogen, fluorin e , chlorine or bromine atom, a Ci_3-alkyl 
3 Cu ^-alkoxv or benzyloxy g roup wher e in th e hydrog e n atoms ar e optionally wholly 
or partially r e plac e d by fluorin e atoms, a hydroxy, Q - 4 - alkoxy, ph e nyl allcoxy, 
carboxy, C^ alkoxycarbonyl, aminocarbonyl, C^ alkylaminocarbonyl, N,N di 
alkyl) aminocarbonyl, nitro, amino, C ±_ ^ alkylamino, di (C 4-3 alkyl) amino, 
phenyl C^ - alkyl amino, N (C^ alkyl) ph e nyl C^ - alkylamino, C ^-alkyl- 
carbonylamino, N (C ^ alkyl) C 4-3 alkylcarbonylamino, alkylsulphonylamino 
or N (C4 -3 alkyl) alkyl sulphonylamino group and 

R 2 denotes a hydrogen, fluorin e , chlorine a er bromine atom, or a Ci_3-alkyl group 
or 

Rj.-an4-Ra togeth e r d e not e a m e thylen e dioxy group, a h e t e roaryl group, 
a monocyclic heteroaryl or 
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ph e nyl group e ach of which is substitut e d by a ph e nyl or monocyclic h e t e roaryl group, 
whil e the abov e m e ntion e d ph e nyl moi e ti es ar e e ach optionally s ubstituted by a fluorin e , 
chlorine or bromine atom, 

and th e abov e m e ntioned phenyl moieties and h e t e roaryl group s ar e each optionally 
substitut e d by a C ^- allcyl group wherein th e hydrogen atoms ar e optionally wholly or 
partially r e plac e d by fluorin e atoms, by a hydroxy, C ^- alkoxy, carboxy, 
G^- alkoxycarbonyl, aminocarbonyl, C^ - alkylaminocarbonyl or N,N di (C ^-alkyi)- 
aminocarbonyl group, 

a biphenyl group optionally substituted by fluorine, chlorine, bromine, methyl, methoxy 
or trifluoreomethyl, 

a pyridyl, pvrimidyl, pyrazinyl or thienyl group optionally substituted by phenyl or 

a phenyl group substituted by thienyl, thiazolyl, pvrrolyl, imidazolyl, pyridyl or 
benzimidazolyl; 

R b denotes a hydrogen atom or a C ^- alkyl group , 
Rc denotes Ci-3-alkyl a hydrog e n atom, 

a-G.i4Q alkyl, cycloalkyl or cycloalkyl alkyl group wh e r e in th e hydrog e n 
atoms in each cas e is optionally wholly or partially r e placed by fluorin e atoms, 

a ph e nyl, naphthyl or heteroaryl group optionally substitut e d by a fluorin e , chlorine or 
bromin e atoms, by a C4 -3 alkyl group wh e r e in the hydrogen atoms is optionally wholly or 
partially r e plac e d by fluorine atoms, by a hydroxy, C+^ - alkoxy, carboxy, 
G^- alkoxycarbonyl, aminocarbonyl, alkylaminocarbonyl orN,N di (G^ alkyl) 
aminocarbonyl group, by a 3 to 7 member e d cycloalkyl e n e imino group, while the 
methylen e group in position 4 of a 6 or 7 m e mbered cycloalkyl en e imino group may 
additionally b e r e placed by an oxyg e n or sulphur atom, by a sulphinyl, sulphonyl, imino 
or N (C ^- alkyl) imino group, by a nitro, amino, C ^- alkylamino, di (C ^ alkyl) amino, 
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G^- alkylcarbonylamino, N (C^ alkyl) alkylcarbonylamino, 

G^- alkylsulphonylamino orN (C ^ - alkyl) C 4-3 alkyl s ulphonylamino group , 

R<j denotes a phenyl , naphthyl or het e roaryl group eaeb-optionally substituted by a 
fluorine , chlorine or bromin e atom, by a alkyl group wh e r e in th e hydrog e n atoms 
are optionally wholly or partially replaced by fluorine atoms, by a hydroxy, alkoxy, 
carboxy, alkoxycarbonyl, aminocarbonyl, C ^ alkylaminocarbonyl or N,N di 
(G^- alkyl) aminocarbonyl group, by a 3 to 7 m e mb e r e d cycloalkyloneimino group, 
whil e th e m e thyl e ne group in th e 1 position of a 6 or 7 m e mb e r e d cycloalkyl e n e imino 
group may additionally be r e placed by an oxyg e n or sulphur atom, by a sulphinyl, 
sulphonyl, imino or N (C± * alkyl) imino group, by a nitro, amino, alkylamino, di 
(G4-4 alkyl) amino, alkylcarbonylamino, N (C^ alkyl) alkylcarbonylamino, 
G^ alkylsulphonylamino orN (C ^ alkyl) alkylsulphonylamino group, and 

denotes a carboxy group, a Ci_6-alkoxycarbonyl or C3_7-cycloalkoxycarbonyl group, 
wherein the carbon atom of the alkoxycarbonyl group linked to the oxygen atom is a 
primary or secondary carbon atom and wherein the alkyl or cycloalkyl moiety of both 
groups are optionally substituted from , except for position 2 I in relation to the oxygen 
atom A by a Ci^-alkoxy, amino, Ci_ 3 -alkylamino or di-(Ci. 3 -alkyl)-amino group, a phenyl- 
Ci-3-alkoxycarbonyl or heteroaryl-Ci_ 3 -alkoxycarbonyl group, 

while the abovementioned heteroaryl groups in this claim are 

6-membered heteroaryl groups having containing one, two or three nitrogen atoms, 

and 5-membered heteroaryl groups, having containing an imino group optionally 

substituted by a C 1-3 -alkyl group, an oxygen or sulphur atom or an imino group optionally 

substituted by a Ci-3-alkyl group and an oxygen or sulphur atom or one or two nitrogen 

atoms, 

or the isom e rs enantiomers, diastereomers or aad-the physiologically acceptable salts 
thereof. 
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Claims 11-12 (Canceled). 

Claim 13. (Currently amended): A compound chosen from: 

(a) methyl 2-ethyl-2-phenyl-5-[4-(4-chloro-phenyl)-piperazin-l-yl]-pentanoate, 

(b) methyl 5-(4-biphenyl-4-yl-piperazin-l-yl)-2-ethyl-2-phenyl-pentanoate and 

(c) methyl 5-(4-biphenyl-3-yl-piperazin- 1 -yl)-2-ethyl-2-phenyl-pentanoate 

or the isomers enantiomers, diastereomers or and the physiologically acceptable salts 
thereof. 

14 (Previously added). A pharmaceutical composition comprising a 
pharmaceutically effective amount of a compound according to claim 10 and one or more 
pharmaceutically acceptable carriers and/or diluents. 

15 (Canceled). 

16(Previously added). A method of treating hyperlipidaemias comprising administering 
to a patient in need thereof a pharmaceutically effective amount of a compound according 
to claim 10. 

17 (Previously added). A method of treating or preventing a disorder chosen from 

atherosclerosis, diabetes mellitus, adiposity and pancreatitis comprising administering to 
a patient in need thereof a pharmaceutically effective amount of a compound according to 
claim 10. 
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Claim 18. (Currently amended): A process for preparing a compound according to 
claims 10, said process comprising: 



a)-reacting under suitable conditions a compound of the formula (II): 




wherein R a and R b are defined as in claim 10, with a compound of the formula (III) 



Z x — (CH 2 ) -C 



(III) 



wherein n and to Re are defined as in claim 4 K> and Z\ denotes a nucleofugic leaving 
group; 

OF 



b) reacting by esterification und e r suitable condition s a compound of formula (IV): 





< N— (CH 2 ) B -(j 


f R d 







(IV) 



wh e r e in 

n and Ra 4e4^ are as d e fin e d in claim 10, or th e r e activ e d e rivatives th e r e of, 
with an alcohol of th e formula (V): 
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wh e rein 



Re 1 denot e s a C4 -6- 




cycloalkoxy group wherein the allcyl or cycloallcyl 



moioty may in e ach cas e b e substitut e d from th e 2 position, r e lativ e to the oxyg e n atom, 
b^a-G^- alkoxy, amino, C 4-3 alkylamino or di (C4 -3 allcyl) amino group, a ph e nyl 
G^ alkoxy or hotoroaryl alkoxy group, while th e h e teroaryl moiety is as 
h e reinbefore defined, or 

a tert.butyl e st e r is prepar e d by reacting with 2,2 dimethyl ethone in the pres e nce of an 

acid, 

or 

c) conv e rting und e r suitabl e conditions a compound of th e formula (VI) into a compound 
of the formula (I) in which i s defin e d as a carboxy group: 



wh e r e in 

n and to R^-arc as defin e d in claim 10 and 

R e" denotes a group which can be conv e rted into a carboxy group; and 
for each of the abov e st e ps a c, optionally subsequently: 

reducing under suitable reducing conditions a compound of the formula (I) thus obtained 
which contains a nitro group into a corresponding amino compound and/or 
deprotecting under suitable conditions any protecting groups used during the reactions; 
and 

isolating compounds of the formula I thus obtained by resolving into its stereoisomers 
and/or converting into the physiologically acceptable salts thereof 




(VI) 



(i) 
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